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NOAH  WEBSTER.

dorsement. A testimonial, signed by the
president and the most distinguished mem-
bers of the faculty of Yale College, recites
cautiously : " Dr. Webster's edition of the
Bible, in which the language of the transla-
tion is purified from obsolete, ungrarnmat-
ical, and exceptional words and phrases, is
approved and used by many clergymen and
other gentlemen very competent to judge
of its merits," an ingenious form of words
which, I hope, satisfied Dr. Webster. Oth-
ers, chiefly his neighbors in New Haven,
signed more elaborate documents, intended,
apparently, to meet objections and preju-
dices against a changed Bible. Webster him-
self declared to the editors of a religious
paper, whom he suspected to be unfriendly
to his design, " I consider this emendation
of the common version as the most impor-
tant enterprise of my life, and as important
as any benevolent design now on foot; and
I feel much hurt that my friends should dis-
countenance the design." This was written
a few months after the publication of the
work. Eight years later, when he was in the
eighty-fourth year of his age, he still clung
to the hope that his work might be accepted